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Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, in just a few
days—February 8, to be exact—we will ac-
knowledge the fourth anniversary of the sign-
ing of the historic Telecommunications Act of
1996. And so, it is fitting that we acknowledge
one of the act’s key sponsors, my good friend,
the gentleman from Richmond, Chairman TOM
BLILEY.

As part of the act’s anniversary activities,
the Competitive Telecommunications Associa-
tion, more easily referred to as CompTel, is
honoring Chairman BLILEY as one of the two
‘‘Champions of Competition,’’ the other being
Senator FRITZ HOLLINGS from the State of
North Carolina. Both will be duly recognized,
and rightly so, for their outstanding leadership
and bipartisan spirit throughout the nearly dec-
ade-long debate in the Congress to update the
1934 act.

Mr. Speaker, the Telecom Act provides for
a procompetitive, deregulatory national policy
framework designed to accelerate rapid pri-
vate sector deployment of advanced tele-
communications and information technologies
and services to all Americans by opening all
telecommunications markets to competition.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I can assure you that the
results are in following 4 years after enact-
ment of this historic piece of legislation.
Thanks to Chairman BLILEY’s persistence in
crafting proper safeguards to ensure open
competition to all players, we see today the
fruits of his labor.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, in addition to com-
mending Mr. BLILEY for his role in bringing
competition to the local market, I would note
that his good work on this historic bill has
brought hundreds of new companies com-
peting in today’s marketplace offering better
products and services than have ever been
developed and deployed in our lifetime. With
that said, it’s important to note that not only
are consumers better served with many
choices, but served at lower prices. Mr. BLILEY
and the act intended this to happen. Mr.
Speaker, I raise my hat to Chairman TOM BLI-
LEY and congratulate him on being named the
Champion of Competition.
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Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the life of an exceptional environmental
and social activist who recently passed, Ms.
Hazel Wolf. Ms. Wolf, originally from Victoria,
British Columbia, spent most of her life in Se-
attle, and her final years in Port Angeles. One
daughter, five grandchildren, five great-grand-
children, and four great-great grandchildren
survive her.

Ms. Wolf’s commitment to the environment
was strong throughout her 101 years. As an
active member of the Audubon Society for 38
years, she helped to establish Audubon chap-
ters within Washington State, recruit new

members, and fought tirelessly to protect our
natural resources. The Hazel Wolf Wetlands
on Sammamish Plateau was named in her be-
half. She was also the recipient of a number
of other conservation awards, including the
Audubon Medal for Excellence in Environ-
mental Achievement in 1977, the Washington
State Department of Game’s Award for serv-
ices in protection of wildlife in 1978, and the
State of Washington Environmental Excellence
Award in 1978, and the Seattle’s Spirit of
America Award in 1999. Many in my commu-
nity cheered heartily when, on her 98th birth-
day, Washington State Governor Mike Lowry
declared March 10th as ‘‘Hazel Wolf Day.’’
She understood clearly that if we do not act
now to safeguard our precious resources, we
will be responsible for the destruction of irre-
placeable wilderness areas and wildlife com-
munities.

She was also committed to the idea of
women’s suffrage, social justice, and civil
rights, and never hesitated to practice what
she preached. Many years ago, during the era
in which many public places were segregated,
Ms. Wolf asked to swim specifically when the
YWCA pool was set aside for African-Amer-
ican women. Her swim spoke volumes about
her beliefs.

Mr. Speaker, the recent death of Hazel Wolf
has made me realize, once again, what an
awesome responsibility we have as Members
of Congress. Ms. Wolf’s fight to protect the
rights of the working poor, religious and ethnic
minorities, and our natural resources is a fight
that I am proud to carry forth as a United
States Congressman. I know the thoughts and
prayers of many of us in the Seattle area go
out to Ms. Wolf’s entire family. Her life was a
shining example of devotion, in so many ways,
to a better world for all of us.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, South
Florida Food Recovery recently completed its
eighth ‘‘Toys for Tots’’ program, in cooperation
with the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve and
sponsored by the city of North Miami Beach.
This effort was an enormous success, helping
make the holidays brighter for more than
5,000 children.

Our entire community appreciates the efforts
of the hundreds of contributors, sponsors, and
volunteers. I want to particularly recognize the
efforts of South Florida Food Recovery’s
founder, the Honorable Jule Littman, who has
served the city of North Miami Beach with dis-
tinction in many official capacities and who
continues to dedicate his efforts to helping the
neediest people in our community. Congratula-
tions to him and to his entire staff for another
job well done.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share with my
colleagues an article on this matter that ap-
peared in the Community Newspapers of
Miami. I hope it will inspire more communities
to follow the example set by South Florida
Food Recover.

[From the Community Newspaper, Dec. 27,
1999]

SFFR JOINS MARINES TO BRING HOLIDAY
CHEER TO NEEDY KIDS

(By Bari Auerbach)
More than 20,000 toys and 7,000 leather

sneakers were distributed recently to needy
children during the eighth annual ‘‘Toys for
Tots’’ giveaway hosted by South Florida
Food Recovery (SFFR) and the U.S. Marine
Corps at Patricia A. Mishcon Park in North
Miami Beach.

Santa Claus (alias Bill Lindsay, a SFFR
volunteer) helped distribute toys to at least
5,000 children from all over Miami-Dade
County. The toys were donated by many cor-
porations and members of the community.

In addition to pony and railroad car rides,
there were special treats for hungry appe-
tites including 10,000 slices of pizza donated
by Papa John’s, 5,000 hot dogs served by such
civic organizations as the North Miami
Beach Kiwanis Club and the North Bay Vil-
lage Optimist Club, plus cake, ice cream,
cookies, milk in mugs, soda, candy and
more.

The North Miami Pops Orchestra played
holiday classics, plus favorite characters
like Burnie, the Miami Heat mascot, and a
purple dinosaur mingled with the children
while BellSouth Mobility offered free calls to
send holiday greetings anywhere in the U.S.

‘‘This year’s Toys for Tots event was big-
ger and better than ever, thanks to the gen-
erous support of many sponsors,’’ said Jule
Littman, executive director of South Florida
Food Recovery.

‘‘Special thanks goes out to the City of
North Miami Beach, City of North Miami,
City of Miami, United Way of Miami-Dade,
McArthur Dairy, Publix: Costco, 7–11, Papa
John’s, Flemings, Mahi Shrine Clowns, Bill
Seidel Motors, BellSouth, Americare, North
Miami Beach Pops Orchestra, North Miami
Beach Kiwanis and Feed the Children.’’

The concept for South Florida Food Recov-
ery originated about 20 years ago when a
truckload of cheese was inherited by the
City of North Miami Beach and Littman ar-
ranged to have the cheese distributed to the
needy.

‘‘Much to everyone’s surprise, there were
many men, women and families with small
children who lined the street for the free
cheese giveaway,’’ Littman said.

Once the need was recognized, Littman,
along with civic minded volunteers and food
administering agencies, started their mis-
sion to feed the poor, needy and homeless by
bringing together food items and supplies
from a variety of industries.

Today, South Florida Food Recovery, a
non-profit organization, recovers and distrib-
utes food, free of charge, without discrimina-
tion to needy people in Florida on a regular
basis and to disaster zones in times of emer-
gency.

To inquire about volunteering for future
SFFR events or to donate items, phone 305–
891–8811.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask that we pause for a moment to remember
the life of a great advocate for the City of
Pueblo, Mr. Frank Barkman.

Mr. Barkman and his wife, Marie Lamb
Barkman, have been financial and personal
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